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Industry 
DC/DC converters
in modular rack-mounted design
Series 3000 IDC 
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Modular DC/DC converters
high system availability thanks to modular power supplies

B E N N I N G  W o r l d  C l a s s  P o w e r  S o l u t i o n s

Modular DC/DC converters
For many years, BENNING has been supplying modular recti-
fier and inverter systems for providing power to electronic
systems in industry, telecommunications and information
technology. These modular systems have proved their worth
extremely effectively thanks to their high availability and ex-
cellent service friendliness.

The DC/DC converters described below ideally complement
these modular systems, as they have the same mechanical
platform and the front plate design matches other modules in
the range.

Combinations of all three series of units can therefore easily
be accommodated in common system cabinets.

The block circuit diagram (Fig. 1) shows the principle of the
modular architecture of all three series of units in a power
supply system with modular rectifiers, modular inverters and
modular DC/DC converters.

Fig. 2 shows an example of a modular power supply system
built into a system cabinet with two battery-backed direct
voltages and one battery-backed alternating voltage.
Monitoring is by means of the MCU 2500 with the indication
and control unit fitted in the front door.

Fig. 1: Block circuit diagram of the modular architecture 
of a power supply system with rectifiers, inverters 
and DC/DC converters
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Fig. 2: Combined power supply system
(similar to block circuit diagram Fig. 1)
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DC/DC converters in modular rack-mounted design
offer flexible power adaptation (scalability), high
availability, good energy efficiency and flexibility 
of use
The large 18 – 75 V and 85 – 240 V DC input voltage range
of the modular DC/DC converters allows the units to be used
both for 12 V, 24 V, 60 V, 110 V and for 220 V DC networks.
Depending on the type, units can be supplied for DC output
voltages of 12 V, 24 V, 48 V, 60 V, 110 V or 220 V.

The DC/DC converters consist of power modules with opera-
tionally safe hot-plug rack-mounted design. The appropriate
number are fitted in 19" module racks depending on the
power required (see Fig. 3 and 4).

DC/DC converter modules are available for 
the following input and output voltages 

DC input voltage 24 V, 48 V, 60 V 
DC output values: 12 V – 23 A, 24 V – 23 A, 48 V – 13 A, 
60 V – 10 A

DC input voltage 110 V 
DC output values: 24 V – 23 A, 48 V – 18 A, 60 V – 18 A, 
110 V – 8 A, 220 V – 4 A 

DC input voltage 220 V 
DC output values: 24 V – 50 A, 48 V – 40 A, 60 V – 40 A, 
110 V – 20 A, 220 V – 10 A 

The power modules are connected in parallel within the mod-
ule rack enabling the output power to be flexibly scaled and
redundant systems to be built up (e.g. n+1 redundancy).

The power modules are distinguished by excellent efficiency
and high power density, and require just 3 U of vertical rack
space in 19" equipment cabinets.
All DC/DC converters are galvanically isolated and can be
used with or without a parallel-connected battery.

The user-friendly hot-plug design enables DC/DC converter
modules to be quickly and easily replaced or installed during
operation.

A complete 19" DC/DC converter plug-in unit consists of a
maximum of five DC/DC converter modules and, for example,
has an output current of 250 A at an input voltage of 220 V
and an output voltage of 24 V.

When four modules are fitted, the MCU 2500 display and re-
mote monitoring system can also be installed (see Fig. 3).

Modular DC/DC converters
Wide-range voltage input ensures flexibility of use

B E N N I N G  W o r l d  C l a s s  P o w e r  S o l u t i o n s

Main features
of the modular DC/DC converters

• Low volume and weight

• Low output ripple

• System power scalability

• Hot-Plug rack-mounted design for 
reliable operation

• Easy design of redundant system solutions

• High energy capability due to good efficiency

• Wide-range voltage input from 18 to 75 V DC
and 85 to 265 V DC

• Galvanic isolation between input and output

• Control, monitoring and indication 
with MCU 2500
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Modular DC/DC converters

compact volume and low weight

B E N N I N G  W o r l d  C l a s s  P o w e r  S o l u t i o n s

Modular DC/DC converters
high power density and excellent efficiency

B E N N I N G  W o r l d  C l a s s  P o w e r  S o l u t i o n s

Fig. 3: 19" DC/DC converter plug-in unit with 4 TEBECHOP 3000 IDC modules and MCU 2500 
remote monitoring, output voltage 110 V, output current 80 A

Fig. 5: System cabinet with 2 modular
DC/DC converter plug-in units,
output voltage 220 V, output current 100 A

Fig. 4: 19" DC/DC converter plug-in unit with 5 TEBECHOP 3000 IDC 
modules, output voltage 24 V, output current 250 A
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Fig. 8: MCU 2500 monitoring concept

System cabinets
The BENNING range of system cabinets provides a number of
options for building up modular DC/DC converter systems. 
In the standard version, the DC/DC converter system cabinet
comprises the incoming supply panel, one or more DC/DC
converter panels with module racks, and the output panel.

Included in the incoming supply panel are two-pole circuit
breakers for protecting the DC/DC converter modules on the
input side.
Depending on the required DC power, the DC/DC converter
panel is fitted with one or more 19" module racks for mount-
ing the DC/DC converter modules.
Single-pole or two-pole circuit breakers are fitted in the out-
put panel. These circuit breakers can be provided with auxil-
iary or signal contacts (option).

Capacitor banks, which guarantee safe tripping of the load
fuses in the event of a possible short-circuit, can be fitted in
the output panel as an option.

MCU 2500 remote monitoring system 
The microprocessor controlled MCU 2500 remote monitoring
system can be supplied as a sub-module (1/5 - 19") for fit-
ting in the 19" system module rack (see Fig. 3), or as a
panel-mounted version with the display and control unit
mounted in the front door of a system cabinet (see Fig. 5).

The MCU 2500 controls and monitors the DC/DC converter
system, wherein the system data can be set up and recorded
both locally and by means of the remote monitoring function.

With remote monitoring, data can be transmitted by modem,
Ethernet, WEB, SNMP, MODBus or Profibus (see Fig. 8).

The MCU 2500 is extremely versatile due to the large number
of additional modules available for monitoring and recording
measurements, and can be adapted to suit many customer
specifications.

Fig. 7: Display and control unit

Modular DC/DC converters
comprehensive display and monitoring concept
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Fig. 6: Internal view of a system cabinet 
with MCU 2500 and with 
DC/DC converters fitted

RS 232 serial communications
(UPS protocol)

TCP-IP protocol, complete data
transmitted

Power supply Float charging

Charging 

Battery test 

Mains fault 

Unit fault 

DC voltage high

Battery voltage low

Battery test negative

LED test
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Number of DC/DC converter modules 1 2 3 4 5 

Input 
DC input voltage [V] 24 / 48 / 60
Permissible voltage range [V] 18 – 75

Output 
Output current at

12 V [A] 23 46 69 92 115 
24 V [A] 23 46 69 92 115 
48 V [A] 13 26 39 52 65 
60 V [A] 10 20 30 40 50 

Input 
DC input voltage [V] 110 / 220
Permissible voltage range [V] 85 – 176 / 180 – 265 

Output 
Output current at

24 V [A] 23 / 50 46 / 100 69 / 150 92 / 200 115 / 250 
48 V [A] 18 / 40 36 / 80 54 / 120 72 / 160 90 / 200 
60 V [A] 18 / 40 36 / 80 54 / 120 72 / 160 90 / 200 
110 V [A] 8 / 20 16 / 40 24 / 60 32 / 80 40 / 100 
220 V [A] 4 / 10 8 / 20 12 / 30 16 / 40 20 / 50 

General data
Characteristic IU
Output voltages [V] 12, 24, 48, 60, 110, 220 (± 25 % adjustable)
Short-circuit behaviour [%] > 2.0 x IN for max. 2 s, then shut down 
Voltage stability 

steady-state [%] ± 1 (typically ± 0.5 %)
dynamic [%] ± 4 (load D 10 % - 90 % - 10 %) 

Settling time [ms] < 2 (load D 10 % - 90 % - 10 %) 
Efficiency [%] 85 – 93 
Residual ripple [%] < 1 
Radio interference factor Class B to EN 55022
Protection class 1 to IEC 60950, EN 60950, UL 1950
Protection category IP 20 
Ambient temperature [°C] -5 to +40
Installation altitude [m] up to 1000 m ASL, at > 1000 m -10 % per 1000 m
Humidity class F to DIN 40040
Cooling Fan, monitored

Visual displays (LED)
Mains red/green flashing 
Overvoltage red flashing
Running green 
Fault red 
Fuse red flashing

Dimensions 19" full module
Height (front plate) [mm] 133 
Width (front plate) [mm] 483 
Depth [mm] 400 

Weight [kg] 14 17 20 23 26 
Subject to technical changes

Technical data 
DC/DC converters
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